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62nd Petrean AGM 
MINUTES - Saturday 21st November 2020 

Held online via Google Meet at 12 noon 
 

 
Welcome  BM 
Brynn welcomed everyone to the 62nd AGM and thanked the Petreans around the world for their support during 2020. 
 
Apologies 
Dave Collings (E67); Dean Lemmer; Andrew Baker; Sinks Hone; Geoff Peatling; Allen French; Alan Watkins; Guy Mattinson; 
Sarah Shoesmith; Daniel Knight; Dianne Riddle; Brian Harker; Alistair Headicar; Howard Blackett; Ian McGill; Gavin 
Montgomery (F02) ;Julian Vant; Mufaro Mungoni; James Siwedi (P85); Peter Duffy; John Sheppard; Andrew Shoesmith; Ross 
Charlton; Gary Balarin; Shaun Vandoros; Moira Vandoros; Gordon Craig; Simon Glover; David Reid; Giles Talbot; Michael 
Zaartman; Stuart Hay; Vuyisile Ndlovu; Peter Carpenter (E65); John Burdett; Leanne Kocak; Keith Nicolson; Guy Thornycroft ; 
Karen Nleya; Pavlo Pilakoutis; Michael Thom (F65); Peter Duffy; Kirsty Stidolf; Alan Watkins E63; Cheryl Tiyanei Wekare; 
Mark Rose; Mike Peterson; Sarah Philp; Simon Philp; Marcia Mirimi; C McDougall; Kath Gau; Luke Kunatsa; Bafana Malaba; 
Jonathan Davy; Warwick Hughes; Brett Hattingh; Alex Smith;  Mati Hove; Kelly Bennett; Farai Mbofana; Bongani Mbofana; 
Jules Thomas;  Elizabeth Megahey; Stuart Mattinson; Simon Hamilton; Andrew Mattinson; Anotida Chapfika; CG 
 

Attendance Record: 38 People Logged on to the AGM, by sadly only 31 Registered with their name as follows :  
Anthony Fletcher, F62; Amanda Mapanda, PHG05; Amanda Mudege, PHG06; Andrew Moore, G07; Anthony Normand,  G81; 
Brynn Mullen, G07; Corralee Greeff (Dev Off; Duduzile Lunga, PHG04; Edwin Ukama, G99; Enos Mbofana, S92; Farai Muropa, 
P03; Jon Trafford (Rector); Julie Kennedy PHG13; Kholisile Dhliwayo, E04; Leruo Malumo G99; Lindani Chiriva S03; Maria 
MacKenzie PHG95; Matt hosack , E9; Mukudzei Borerwe, P05; Robert Jacobsz, G07; Sarah Parham, PHG07; Sifelani Mafico, 
F83; Stuart Carlisle, P99; Tadiwa Munyawarara, F17; Tapiwanashe Shumba, F15; Tarisai Chabudapasi Murangari, PHG02; 
Tatenda Chikumbirike, PHG05; Tawanda Mudimbu , F05; Thoko Malaba PHG99; Thomas Chitambo, F94; Tich Kundishora, 
F00; Tinashe Johnson PHG98 

Proposal of 2019 Minutes    
• MK – Under the 2019 Financial Report, there is an adjustment that needs 

to be noted: 
• 2019 Balance sheet included in incorrect balance for PSOC Cash holdings 

due to upfront payment made for 2019 Golf Day shirts.  
• Correction is explained further in the Finance Report.  
• A corrected balance sheet is attached on the right   

That being the only adjustment made the 2019 minutes were: 
  Proposed by: Mukudzei Borerewe 
  Seconded by: Enos Mbofana 
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Rectors Report, by Jon Trafford JGT 
Welcome and Good morning if west of Zim / Good afternoon east of Zim 

2020 needs little by way of introduction.  
• My pleasure and privilege to be at my first Petrean Society AGM.  
• School number for 2020 have been healthy despite economic and pandemic conditions; 

PHB 450; PHG 433; SVH 204 
Attrition rate surprisingly low – school 5 less than 2019.  

• 2019 examination results very encouraging – better than anticipate. 
IGCSE – Pass rate PHB; 91,7%   PHG; 91,8% 

8 Boys academic Colours  8 girls academic Colours 
A Level   Overall pass rate; 96,7%  Five pupils gained full house of A’s  

• Impact of Covid. 
School closed for National Lockdown on 20 March 2020. 
Introduction of digital platforms, Google Meet, Google Classroom and Google Guardian.  
Digi – school started 5 May (start of Trinity Term)  
Major shift in teaching and learning – staff response was tremendous.  
Public examination classes returned on 14 September. Other classes returned in November.  

• Online teaching has provided an amazing opportunity for staff development. Very challenging to start with – “blended 
teaching” is the new reality. This will facilitate greater use of technology in classroom. Will need infrastructure 
upgrade.    

• Sports programme badly affected by Covid closure.  
1st term sports took place. No 2nd term sport. Some sport has taken place in the last weeks of Trinity Term. 
Interhouse gala and summer sports fixture vs Hellenic (home and away).  

• Tours:  
o Cricket to SA (Grahamstown Festival). Very successful.  
o Debating to Harvard (USA). Team returned in receipt of many accolades.  

• Capex development put on hold in 2020. 3 busses ordered before lockdown have now been delivered. Projects to be 
rolled over to 2021 when school revenue base becomes more secure (fees reduced in 2021 on account of Covid and 
digi-schooling)  

• Covid has seriously curtailed physical contact between school and its parent body. This also applies to Petreans. 
Should “normality” return in 2021 this will become a priority for Rector.  

• The School is very conscious of its responsibility to Petrean community over concerns arising out of the BLM 
campaign. The School did engage with Petreans. A Task Team was established under the chairmanship of Petrean Ms 
Nellie Nyeke (PHG94). This ‘working group’ has completed its work in late November. A Report is to be drafted and 
submitted to management for the beginning of 2021. It’s been an invaluable debate and we will learn much from that 
particular process. 

• Thanks expressed to Brynn Mullen’s – outgoing Chairman of Petrean Society. Congratulations to Matt Hosack and 
Stuart Carlisle on their appointments as Chair and Vice- Chair of the Society.  

• A sincere Tribute to Sam Malaba who passed away in 2020. Real servant and champion of the school.  
Stuart Mattinson – outgoing Chairman of the Board. Forty years of service to the Board – Chairman since 2005. He will 
leave a lasting legacy in the school. Both men are wonderful examples of Petreans who have served this school.  

• Closing. My privilege to be the Rector of this great and wonderful school. Look forward to being closely associated 
with Petreans.   
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Petrean Chairman’s Report 2020, by Brynn Mullen (G07/DHOS) BM 
Good day fellow Petreans, 
 
Firstly I would just like to thank all of you for joining the 62nd AGM. I don’t think we have ever had so many people attend and 
join the AGM so this is absolutely fantastic to see. We all appreciate you taking out the time to attend this meeting.  
 
This will be a slightly different report than other years as 2020 has provided some obstacles for us as a committee this year. 
Unfortunately all but one Petrean event were cancelled and postponed due to Covid-19. I know that many Petreans feel the 
same way I do in having to miss all these fantastic events and we are all excited to hopefully return to some form of normality 
next year so we can get back to supporting the school and engaging with Petreans and students at the school. 
 
So heading back a bit to last year to the 2019 Sports Day. I cannot believe how much this day has grown over the years. From 
only having cricket games played between Petreans and the students we had 6 different sports being played by 10 different 
Petrean teams and 136 Petreans participating. The sports that are now being played by both the PHB Petreans and the 
PHG Petreans are Cricket, Hockey, Basketball, Football, Tennis and Touch Rugby.  
Petrean Chairman’s Report 2020, by Brynn Mullen . . . . . . . Continued 
 
I know that there is some interest in entering new sports in the future. To think this is what we would be able to achieve when 
we decided to make this an annual event is something I certainly didn’t expect, but am truly proud to be a part of. I hope this 
will continue for many years to come.  
This day is always a special day for other reasons. We have the Petrean Hockey game which represents The Scotty Heathcote 
Memorial Trophy to recognize a special Petrean as well as The Andrew Gau Memorial Trophy for the cricket which recognizes 
what Greaves meant to Peterhouse and The Petrean involved. Both games were be played in a fantastic spirit that both these 
fine gentleman would like it to be played.  
 
We were extremely fortunate to still be able to host our Annual Petrean Golf Day in March, literally 2 weeks before we went 
into lockdown. What a fantastic day this was. In my opinion it was one of the best Golf Days I have attended with numerous 
emails, messages and phone calls expressing the fact it was such a great day. We had just over 100 people there throughout 
the day which is fantastic. Petreans of all ages coming together and enjoying a day out on the golf course is definitely a 
highlight for the year. We had some incredible support from Sponsors during this tough time so thank you once again to all the 
sponsors, many of whom are Petreans.  
 
A week ago, Matt Hosack managed to organise a cricket match between the Petreans and the First Team. Matt well done for 
organising this and I have been told the boys really appreciated this as they didn’t have very many matches this year. This just 
shows the level of commitment of Petreans in organising events like this to just try keep the engagement going even through 
tough times like this.  
 
Like I mentioned earlier, 2020 has been a difficult and strange year. I cannot express how sorry I am to the boys and girls of 
Peterhouse for missing a whole year at our amazing school. I am extremely sorry to our 6th Form. I am sure this is not how 
you imagined your last year going. I only hope that what has happened this year has helped you prepare for your next Journey 
entering into the World outside of School. I know Peterhouse will have prepped you for situations like this, so I am sure you 
will all get out there and take the world by storm and succeed in all you. I wish you all the best for your future endeavours and 
I would like to officially welcome you into our amazing Petrean Society.  
 
To the members of Staff at all 3 schools. I can’t imagine how tough this year was for you. Having to teach over Google Teams 
and not having your students with you throughout the year must have been tough. But on behalf of ALL the Petreans, I would 
like to thank you for tackling this head on and giving our students the best opportunity of achieving their academic goals. I am 
in extreme admiration for all of you and what you have done this year. It is incredible. Thank you.  
 
To the team behind ensuring content on the school etc has been shared on Facebook and LinkedIn and other platforms, I want 
to say a massive thank you. From what I have seen, we are streaks ahead of the other schools in this regard. The videos from 
the school to the students, the open day video that was put together as well as other important information being shared has 
been highly appreciated and talked about. Thank you once again. Petreans please join the Peterhouse Development group on 
Facebook and LinkedIn to ensure you receive all these updates on a regular basis.  
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In closing, I would like to thank our Petrean Society President and Rector, Mr Jon Trafford for all your help in keeping this day 
a part of the Peterhouse Calendar, Corralee for all your effort in making this day is such a success as usual and to all Petrean’s 
involved in the day and to all of you who attended the AGM today. Many many thanks. 
 
I have to say a huge thank you to the Petrean Committee, these last 7 years have been absolutely incredible and it has been 
such an honour to be on this committee with all of you. Your support has been paramount in the success we have had over the 
years. I could not have done any of this with you. I wish you the new Chairperson and the committee the best of luck for the 
years to come! It is such a privilege to be able to be on this committee so I please ask you serve this committee to the best of 
your ability.  
 
Many thanks.  

Financial Report by Mukudzei Borerwe (P05)  MB 
2020 Highlights 

• The economy has largely adopted the USD as a means of transacting alongside ZWL. We will continue to report in 
both currencies.  

• Following a review, a correction was made to the reported 2019 accounts.  
o The actual USD balance was USD4,500 lower than reported due to an upfront payment for golf shirts and 

caps prior to the 2019 Golf Day.  
o The principal sponsor, CABS, subsequently reimbursed the Petrean Society with an RTGS payment following 

the event.  
• Once again, the 2020 Golf Day was a success thanks to our sponsors and a full field of teams. The Society made a profit 

of USD2,600.00 while a loss of  ZWL9,949.02 was tabled.  
• In light of COVID-19, and the reduced fundraising opportunities, the PSOC made a donation of USD3,200.00 to secure 

a venue for the 2020 Leaver’s Dance.  
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Election of New Office Bearers:- BM 
After three years as the Petrean Chairman, Brynn Mullen tendered his resignation to the committee on 28th September 2020, 
Brynn proposed Matt Hosack into the position of the New Petrean Chairman for 2021. Andrew Shoesmith also resigned from 
the committee ahead of his relocation to the UK at the end of 2020. The rest of the committee were happy to remain in office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
MH – Accepted his new position as the Petrean Chairman, and offered his sincere thanks to Brynn Mullen for all of his energy 
and for flying the flag for the Petreans for the past three years – Thank you Brynn. 

Any other business 

o Petrean International Branches MH 
 Petrean international branches (once strong) for whatever reason have fallen away.  
 Covid has taught that we live in a small world.  
 There is a huge amount of value, interaction and engagement can be gleaned from Petreans all over 

the world who care deeply for the school and who want to be involved. 
 Over the last few years we have through the Development Office (Corralee Greeff) been rebuilding 

the Petrean Database, rediscovering where people are all of the world, what their contact details are 
and where they live, trying to re-engage mostly through social media and emailing. 

 Now we need to make the decision to take the level of engagement further and we will be looking to 
roll out a strategy of creating international branches and subcommittee branches in major cities 
around the world to push further the re-engagement effort with our Petrean Family. 

 Obviously as Zimbabwean based Petreans we try as much as we can, but you can see from the 
financial report that our balance sheet is very humble for a school like Peterhouse – we’ve got lesson 
than 10k in the Petrean Kitty. 

 What I want to propose as the New Petrean Chairman is to 
• Help Petreans around the world to connect 
• To replicate the committee structure that we have here in Zimbabwe as the ‘Core 

Committee’ into 
o Subcommittee structures 
o That will feed into the main committee 
o Whereby we can really start engaging in Petreans around the world 

 Trying to create a win win situation: 
• Every year there is a 10 – 20 – 30 – 40 year anniversary of Petreans coming back to 

Zimbabwe, meeting up and having a great time reconnecting out at Peterhouse.  
• This does not need to be limited only to those year groups – nor only to visits back to the 

school or Zimbabwe – should it be done in your own areas, every year. 
 Lots of information is lost in Translation –Petreans don’t fully understand the incredible things that 

are happening at the school – how proud you would be as a Petrean if you could see the school today, 
but and preconceived ideas are conjured up around the world.  

 On the flip side Petreans don’t fully understand how difficult it is for certain people within the 
Petrean community most notably the Old Past Teachers who have retired now and some of them into 
very difficult situations. 
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 Our committee is poised now and ready to move forward 
• We have the data 
• We have the intent 
• We have a really good committee to roll this plan out. 

 If anyone would like to be involved in an International Petrean Branch please contact  
• Corralee :  development@peterhouse.co.zw 
• Or myself: petreanchairman@peterhouse.co.zw 

to put your name forward in your area. 
• Interested Members in this meeting are 

o Edwin Ukama – Durban 
o Yolisa Malaba – JHB 
o Thoko Malaba – JHB 
o Tinashe Chapfika – Burmuda/Caribean 
o Maria Mackenzie – UK 
o Kholisile Dhliwayo – USA / AUS 

 

o Staff Petrean Applications   CG 
the following Staff wrote letters of application to the Petrean Chairman, requesting membership to the 
Petrean Society – all were approved by the members of the society who attended the meeting. 

 

o A moment of silent was held for Petreans who have passed away during 2020: Patrick Chidakwa (E86); John 
Evans (F63); Brendon Hutchings (P95); Sam Malaba (G74); George Martin (Staff00) James Orr (E72); Colin 
Rogers (M59); Bob Warren-Codrington (P60); Olaf Weyl (F90); Richard Wilde (G63)   

 

Meeting Closure – 1.15pm 
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